Dalbergia and Machaerium are two distinct genera. The former genus Ecastophyllum is a distinct entity in the genus Dalbergia. The former genus Drepanocarpus differs from Machaerium only in certain pod characters and is considered as congeneric with it.
INTRODUCTION
In the literature the main difference between the genera Dalbergia and Machaerium is said to be the method of dehiscence of the anthers (Bentham, Ducke, Burkart, Amshoff) . Such a character, if used by itself, would appear rather trivial. Moreover, as there seemed to be several transitions between the genera, it seemed worthwhile to investigate whether other characters are associated with the anther character, or, in other words, if the delimitationof the genera would have to be revised or even abandoned. Most modern authors, i.a. Ducke (1922) , Amshoff (1939) , Hoehne (1941) The main differencebetween the genera is in the pod. 
